
Membership Covenant

Disciple Church exists to make and grow disciples of Jesus locally 
and send and partner to make disciples of Jesus globally. 
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This Disciple Church Membership Covenant was birthed out of our love for the church body and its 
individual members, whom we hope will experience the fullness of joy found in Christ Jesus. The 
primary purpose of this covenant is to serve as a teaching document with two main objectives: 

• To specify the requirements for eligibility and the process to become a member of Disciple Church. 
• To clarify the biblical expectations for the overseers and individual members of Disciple Church. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY 
The requirements for eligibility to become a member at Disciple Church are clear and simple: 

1. An individual must be a publicly professing born-again disciple of Jesus Christ who is willing and
able to agree and uphold this covenant of membership at Disciple Church.

2. An individual must have evidenced their commitment to Jesus and His local church by publicly being
baptized by immersion.

MEMBERSHIP PROCESS 
The membership process at Disciple Church is clear and simple: 

1. Notify church leadership or staff that you are interested in becoming a member.
2. Submit your personal information in person or electronically to the church.
3. Listen and interact with teaching related to local church membership.
4. Interview as a candidate for membership sharing your spiritual journey and asking any questions.
5. Review & Sign this Membership Covenant document of Disciple Church.
6. Celebrate as you are publicly accepted into membership of Disciple Church at a worship service.



BIBLICAL EXPECTATIONS OF THE DISCIPLE CHURCH OVERSEERS 
As shepherds and pastors of a local church, the overseers are entrusted with protecting, leading, 
equipping and caring for the whole church family and her individual members.  Beginning with 
the leaders as examples of the church family, the following describes the expectations for 
overseers as spelled out within the Scriptures. 

As overseers, we covenant... 

x to appoint overseers and deacons, including staff members who serve in these offices, 
according to the criteria assigned to them in the Scriptures . 
(1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4) 

x to prayerfully seek God’s will for our church community and steward her resources to the 
best of our ability based on our study of the Scriptures and following of the Spirit. 
(Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-4) 

x to care for the church and seek her growth in grace, truth and love.  
(Matthew 28:16-20; Ephesians 4:15-16; Colossians 1:28; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4) 

x to provide teaching and counsel from the whole of Scripture. 
(Acts 20:27-28; 1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 2:1) 

x to equip the members of the church for the work of ministry.  (Ephesians 4:11-16) 

x to be on guard against false teachers/teaching.  
(Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 1 John 4:1) 

x to lovingly exercise discipline when necessary, for the glory of God, the good of the one 
disciplined and the health of the church as a whole.   
(Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5; Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20) 

x to set an example and join members in fulfilling the expectations of church membership as 
stated below.   (Philippians 3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Peter 5:3) 



BIBLICAL EXPECTATIONS OF THE DISCIPLE CHURCH MEMBERS 
As members of Disciple Church, we have the opportunity to reflect the character and beauty of Jesus 
Christ through the pursuit of certain attitudes and actions.  This Membership Covenant is not intended to 
describe additional obligations of how one is to become a believer.   Rather, this document serves primarily 
as a descriptive explanation of what the Scriptures teach about one who is seeking to love and obey Jesus 
by faith. 

As a church member, I covenant… 

• to submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final judge on all truth and life issues. 
(Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21) 

x to follow the command and example of Jesus by participating in the ordinances prescribed 
to His Church: 

o by being baptized by immersion after my conversion & by regularly remembering
and celebrating the person and work of Christ through communion.
(Acts 2:38; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34)

x to regularly participate in the life of Disciple Church by attending weekly services, 
engaging in community and serving those within and outside of this church. 
 (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:23-25; Titus 3:14) 

x to steward the resources God has given me, including time, talents, spiritual gifts and 
finances.  This includes regular financial giving, service and participation in community 
that is sacrificial, cheerful and voluntary.  
(Matthew 25:14-30; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 1 Peter 4:10-11) 

x to pursue personal holiness and spiritual growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ through 
regular Bible reading, prayer, fellowship, and the practice of spiritual disciplines.  
(Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Ephesians 5:1-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22) 



x to take seriously the responsibility of being an ambassador for Christ seeking to engage those

far from God through sharing the Gospel message and inviting them into the life of our church.

(2 Corinthians 5:17-20, Romans 10:14-17, Colossians 4:5)

•to submit to the overseers, and other appointed leaders of the church, diligently striving to

keep unity and peace within the church .  (Ephesians 4:1-3; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:5)

x to submit to the discipline of God through His Holy Spirit by:

o following the biblical procedures for church discipline where sin is evident in another—
the hope of such discipline being repentance and restoration.

o receiving righteous and loving discipline when approached biblically by fellow believers.

(Psalm141:5; Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Hebrews12:5-11).

x to do the following should I consider leaving the church for righteous reasons:

o to seek first to communicate any grievances or issues with other church members and 
leaders while pursuing mutual understanding, forgiveness and reconciliation.

o to invite an appropriate overseer, deacon or staff member, along with any other 
appropriate church members to help me discern what is best and most pleasing to God 
in my circumstance according to the teaching found in God's word.

o If discerned that leaving is most pleasing to God, then to seek another church with 
which I can carry out my biblical responsibilities as a believer of Jesus Christ.

I have read all membership related documents, including the Membership Covenant and Supplemental 

Packet. I willingly submit to all referenced teaching and stances, encouraging other members to do 

the same..  By signing my name below, I am agreeing to willfully and joyfully follow and support the 

standards of belief and conduct as set out by this covenant and by extension am committing to having 

Disciple Church be my primary and prioritized local church family.  

_________________________________________        _____________________________________________        ________________ 

Full Name – Printed        Signature       Date 

For more information, email: info@disciple-church.com   © 2019 Disciple Church.      All rights reserved. 

( Digital Signature ) 



Supplemental Packet* 

*The following information related to Disciple Church can also be
found on various pages of the church website in the "About"

section of the navigation bar . 
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OUR CHURCH PURPOSE: 

“Disciple Church exists to make and grow disciples of Jesus locally, as well as send and partner 
to make disciples of Jesus globally.” 

x Tagline: “IT’S WHO WE ARE… IT’S WHAT WE DO” 

o A “disciple” is a follower or a student who willingly learns from and models his or her life after 
their master and teacher.  Therefore “to disciple” is the action of individuals intentionally seeking 
to connect and train others to willingly follow their master and teacher.

o As Christians, we willingly submit our entire lives to Jesus as our master and teacher.  We 
intentionally tell and help others locally and all over the world to know and follow Jesus with their full 
lives.  We believe not only that Jesus was a wise and compassionate human being, but that He is 
literally the authoritative Son of God who: became human to perfectly fulfill the law of God, died a 
gruesome death as a substitute to pay the penalty for human sin, and resurrected on the third 
day to show His victory over sin, Satan and death itself. 

Why does our particular church exist here and now? 

o “Our church is a diverse, multi-generational family of disciples located in Uptown Whittier who 
desire to live and love like Jesus.  We feel called by God to be a bible teaching, people-loving family 
who partners to make disciples and plant churches in the LA region and around the world.”

o By the grace of God and through the empowering of the Holy Spirit, we feel called to pursue 
planting 1000 churches locally and around the globe by the year 2060. We hope to see God do this 
through our partnering with other local churches and like-minded organizations and associations to 
accomplish more together through cooperation and collaboration. 



OUR CHURCH CORE VALUES: 
At Disciple Church, we seek to be and make disciples of Jesus who are: 

BIBLICALLY FORMED 
(God’s Word regularly and fully changes how we view everything ) 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

SPIRITUALLY PASSIONATE 
(God’s Spirit impacts what we care most about) 

John 14:26 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. 

RELATIONALLY VIBRANT 
(God’s people are completely committed to having healthy and loving relationships ) 

Colossians 3:12-14 
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. 

EXTERNALLY ENGAGED 
(Our church actively shares and shows the love of Jesus to our neighbors and the world ) 

Acts 1:8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

HUMBLY INTENTIONAL 
(We humbly evaluate ourselves to be most effective individually and as a church)  

Psalm 139:23-2 
23Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 24 And see if there is any grievous way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting! 



OUR CHURCH STATEMENT OF FAITH: 
Disciple Church will teach and live out biblical doctrine according with the following statements: 

The Word of God 
x We believe the Bible is God's written revelation to man.  It is composed of sixty-six books of the Old and New 

Testaments.   It is verbally inspired in every word and absolutely inerrant in the original documents.  We affirm the 
infallibility, sufficiency, and authority of Scripture. We affirm its supreme infallibility in all matters of faith and 
conduct. 

The Trinity 
x We believe that there is but one living and true God, an infinite, all-knowing Spirit, perfect in all His attributes, one 

in essence, eternally existing in three persons -- the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - each equally deserving worship 
and obedience. 

God the Father 
x We believe in God, the Father, an infinite personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power, and love. We believe 

that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayers and that He saves 
from sin and death all that come to Him through Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ 
x We believe that Jesus Christ is God's only begotten son and has precisely the same nature, attributes, and 

perfection as God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. We believe that He is not only true God but also a true man, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin.  We also believe in His sinless life, His substitutionary atonement, 
His bodily resurrection from the dead, His ascension into heaven, His priestly intercession on behalf of His people, 
and His personal visible return from heaven. 

The Holy Spirit 
x We believe the Holy Spirit is a person and is fully God.  As the supernatural and sovereign agent in regeneration, 

the Holy Spirit baptizes all believers into the Body of Christ at the moment of salvation. The Holy Spirit also 
indwells, sanctifies, instructs, empowers them for service, and seals them unto the day of redemption. 

Regeneration 
x We believe that every person is a sinner by nature and by choice and is, therefore, under condemnation.  We believe 

that those who repent of their sins and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior are regenerated by the Holy Spirit.  We 
believe that the salvation of man, who is sinful and lost, is instantaneous and accomplished solely by the power of 
the Holy Spirit through the working of the Word of God when the repentant sinner -- enabled by the Holy Spirit -- 
responds in faith. This salvation is wholly of God by grace on the basis of the redeeming work of Jesus Christ, the 
merit of His shed blood, and not on the basis of human merit or works. All Christians are kept by God's power and 
are thus secure in Christ forever. 



The Church 
x We believe that all who put their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately placed by the Holy Spirit into one united 

spiritual Body, the church, of which Christ is the head. The purpose of the church is to glorify God by building its 
members up in the faith, by the instruction of the word, by fellowship, by keeping the ordinances, and by advancing 
and communicating the gospel to the entire world. We believe in the local church consisting of a company of 
believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on credible profession of faith and who associate together for worship, 
discipleship, ministry, fellowship, and evangelism. 

The Last Things 
x We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the saved and the unsaved; the saved unto the resurrection of life and 

the unsaved unto the resurrection of damnation. 

Marriage and Sexuality 
x We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning and that marriage is sanctioned by God which joins one 

man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. 
x We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and a woman who are married to each 

other. We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage 
between a man and a woman. 

x We believe that any form of sexual immorality, such as adultery, fornication, homosexuality, bisexual conduct, 
bestiality, incest, or any attempt to change one’s sex, or disagreement with one’s biological sex, is sinful and 
offensive to God. 

x We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of the church as the local Body of Christ, and to 
provide a biblical role model to the church members and the community, it is imperative that all persons employed 
by the church in any capacity, or who serve as volunteers, should abide by and agree to this Statement on Marriage 
and Sexuality and conduct themselves accordingly. 

x We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking His mercy 
and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.  We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, 
respect, and dignity.  Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be 
repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of the church. 



Biblical Authority 
x The statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our faith. The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word 

of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole 
and final source of all that we believe. For purposes of church doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our lead 
pastor and overseers are the church’s final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application. 

THEOLOGICAL DISTINCTIVES 
In addition to our statement of faith, we also have distinctive emphases when it comes to our 
theology and practice at Disciple Church: 

x The Sovereignty of God 
o We emphasize that God truly is supreme in all of His being and behaviors, intimately involved in

the affairs and salvation of human sinners.  Although we do not claim to fully understand how,
we do affirm that God is powerfully in control of all things in the created universe yet without
taking away any freedom or accountability for the decisions made by humans.

x The Complementary Nature of Human Relationships 
o We emphasize that God designed males and females to have complementary relationships 

particularly in marriage and in church leadership.  We believe males and females are equal in 
value and dignity before God, yet distinctly different when it comes to their role or 
function within the marriage and church context.  Men are designed to function as 
leaders and heads of the home in loving and supportive partnership with their wives.  
Men are likewise to be leaders of the church, particularly when it comes to the role of an 
overseer.  Women are encouraged to enthusiastically serve in every other role within 
the church including that of deacon. 

x Baptism by Immersion 
o We emphasize that the command of Jesus for his followers to obey Him in Christian baptism 

immediately upon professing faith is best displayed publicly through the act of 
immersing a person under water.  This act clearly symbolizes how one is identified and 
united to the work of Jesus dying for sin and resurrecting to show power over sin, Satan 
and the grave. 



x The Primacy of the Local Church and Church Planting 
o We emphasize that the God-ordained and instituted structure used in the world to hold the 

truth and hope for salvation is the local gathered community of believers. The primary 
mission of the local church is to make disciples of Jesus among every people group and 
population around the world through the spreading of the Gospel message proclaiming 
the person and work of Jesus Christ. This being so, the work and focus of planting new 
churches and training up new leaders to plant those churches is considered not only 
strategic but necessary to fulfilling our mission as God’s instrument in the world. 
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